
 

Dear fellow NNECOS member, 

Please consider coming to the beautiful Mount Washington Hotel at Bretton Woods for our annual 
conference on October 24 and 25th. We believe this year’s program offers rich content that will 
interest and educate physicians, nurses, psychologists, oncology fellows, administrators, and other 
allied health professionals.  The program begins Friday morning with the palliative care seminar. Dr. 
Tom Smith, the Director of Palliative Care at Johns Hopkins Medical Center will lead the seminar. 
Tom is a prolific writer and leader in the field of palliative care and costs in cancer care. The agenda 
for the seminar is as follows: 

 

 Discussion on Transitions in care by Dr. Thomas Smith (9:35 - 10:05 AM) 
 Family panel* (10:10 - 10:50AM) 
 Pain Crisis Management by Dr. Ursula McVeigh, University of Vermont / Fletcher Allen 

(11:00 - 11:40AM) 
 Discussion on Costs by Dr. Thomas Smith (11:45 AM - 12:10 PM) 
 Break-Lunch (12:10-12:45 PM) 

 
 Question /answer- Wrap Up (12:45-1:15 PM) 

 

*The family panel will be moderated by Dr. Smith and will involve a discussion regarding 
communication of prognosis, treatment options and transitioning from active treatment to 
supportive care. The participants are insightful loved ones of deceased cancer patients.  

The main portion of the Annual Meeting begins at 1:30 PM Friday and continues through Saturday 
afternoon at 3:05 PM.  Examples of presentations include: 

 Geoff Oxnard, the Principle Investigator of the national priority ALCHEMIST trial, will 
discuss Driver mutations in lung tumors and the role and development of targeted therapy. 
If you are interested in learning about “Personalized therapy for cancer”, there is no more 
appropriate speaker. 

 Chris Lathan, who runs a clinic for the economically disadvantaged in inner city Boston, will 
discuss Disparities in Cancer Care. 

  Jeff Meyerhardt will discuss adjuvant therapy for colorectal cancer.  He is the Principle 
Investigator for the North American Adjuvant trial for stage 3 colon cancer and has also 
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published the most powerful data that exists supporting exercise as treatment for cancer.  

 
 Denis Hammond, Chair of ASCO’s government relations committee and Tracey Weisberg, 

executive committee member of the ASCO State Affiliates Council, along with Chris 
Nunnink and Christian Thomas will lead a discussion on models of payment reform. 

 Joanna Schwartz, PhD of pharmacy at the Vermont Cancer Center at Fletcher Allen 
Healthcare/University of Vermont Medical School, will discuss the management of oral 
chemotherapy agents including new agents, the management of toxicity and enhancement of 
patient compliance. 

 Tom Smith, the Director of Palliative Care at Johns Hopkins, will be discussing palliative 
care in the outpatient setting Friday night, as the first Steven Grunberg Memorial Lecturer. 

We received many fantastic abstracts for presentation. These will be available for review and 
discussion at the poster session Friday evening and at the presentation of the premier abstracts on 
Saturday at 11:00 AM. These abstracts include a broad array of topics ranging from interesting basic 
work to pilot protocols to enhance the early introduction of palliative care in patients with lung 
cancer. 

Please review the agenda which includes many more terrific topics and speakers. I believe you will 
find the NNECOS conference to include broad and expert coverage of cancer issues at a conference 
that you can drive to.  I hope to see you in October at the beautiful Mount Washington Hotel. 

Sincerely, 
Doug Weckstein 
President NNECOS 

 

 

 
 

Early registration discounts are available through Wednesday, October 1st!  
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